Minutes of the JIBS User Group Committee meeting held at Bath University on 15.5.2000

Present:

Betsy Anagnostelis (Chair), Oliver de Peyer, Linda Humphreys, Marion Tattersall, Ruth Jenkins, Stuart Lee, Gary Horrocks, Janice Yeadon.

Apologies:

Jill Lambert, Alason Roberts, Malcolm Taggart, Bill Hines.

The Chair welcomed two new Committee members, Ruth Jenkins and Stuart Lee.

1.  Minutes of the last meeting:

Ruth Jenkins is changing post and will no longer be responsible for Engineering, so a new lead for the Engineering and Physical Sciences Group is needed.  LJH to ask Kathy Abbott (QMW) if she is willing to be co-opted onto the Committee.

Action: LJH
Stuart Lee agreed to shadow the Chair.

Noted that the Web pages had not been updated recently due to Lorraine's maternity leave.  LJH to contact Brian Kelly at UKOLN to see if she can get access to update the pages.







Action: LJH

The mail archive has not been updated recently, but noted that mail can be retrieved via Mailbase.

Stuart and Betsy will take up issues relating to liaison with JISC.

CHEST agreement for EMBASE is being extended for a further year.

2.  Contacts with Service Providers

AHDS: trying to appoint a Director

NESLI: Marion has spoken to Sean Dunne and hopes to arrange a meeting in June.

Marion agreed to draft a discussion paper on E-journals, which could be published in the UKOLUG newsletter.  Points to be considered:

· Who is negotiating?

· Annual renewal

· Link to print

· Timing of deals

· Short notice

· NESLI model licence: on what principles is NESLI negotiating?

· Electronic only vs bundled subscriptions

· Archiving

· Devolved budgeting problems: are Departmental-level subs an option?

· Remote access and authentication

· Option for longer-term access at lower price?

· Is there a market for uniform pricing across the sector?

MIMAS: Gary Horrocks will attend the NSRC in his own right; LJH to ask MIMAS if he can also wear a JIBS UG hat.  

NISS Biomed:  BA was invited by JISC to an assessment of PsychInfo bids.  The Ovid bid mentioned the Advisory Group, which is comprised of representatives from the supplier, datacentre and user group.  This could be a useful model for working with other dataset suppliers.  Also, would be useful to work with Ovid on other databases: INSPEC, EMBASE, Education.

JUGL: RJ attended a recent meeting.  Discussed FE issues.  Noted there had been a call for ideas for sites to mirror at the National Cacheing Service.  Some discussion about where the Hubs fit in with this.  

MAU: Putting together Service Level Definitions for ATHENS.  BA to chase up more formal links with MAU.

UKOLUG: Need to look at link between UKOLUG and JIBS web pages.

CHEST: Welcomed the initiative by CHEST to liaise with the User Group over database agreements at an early stage (e.g. BIOSIS).

EDINA: LJH had attended the Steering Committee.  Noted that EDINA could now link to local WebCats: LJH to ask Alason if she would investigate how this was being publicised.

RDNC: Failed to appoint a Director.  Lorcan Dempsey has been appointed Director of the DNER but is also continuing to direct the RDNC at present.  GH could attend Steering Committee meetings when LJH is unable to go: LJH to ask permission for this to occur, should the need arise.

NHS:  BA noted that Alicia Wise and Fred Friend had attended an UMSLG committee meeting to discuss joint access for the HE/NHS.

3.  Web of Science:

WoS transitioning: LJH and BA had met with MIMAS to discuss this issue.  MIMAS had contacted RJ as Birmingham had achieved a high percentage of WoS usage compared with BIDS: information from 'successful' sites is to be included in a transitioning web page and training sessions.  RJ has a 'Hints and Tips' web page. 

Concerns were raised about the ability of the MIMAS server to deal with the increased usage resulting from the changeover.  Noted that MIMAS had bid for new equipment to be in place before the autumn session.

WoS Enhancements: BA and LJH attended the second Enhancement Committee meeting.  Set searching is to be introduced in last quarter of the year (version 5.0).  JISC have produced a 'wishlist' for enhancements, which can be posted on the JIBS web pages.  A consolidated approach between MIMAS and JIBS was taken at the last WoSEC meeting.  JIBS are to conduct a user survey on WoS in the New Year, after version 5.0 has been released. 

4.  BIOSIS

Received draft paper on evaluation of BIOSIS service providers.  Decided that feedback to CHEST should indicate which interfaces would be acceptable, with good and bad points and a list of matters of concern.   Need to seek advice from CHEST on whether we can recommend giving Institutions a choice of supplier (INSPEC model). 

5.  Remote Access

CHEST Data Messenger of 12.05.2000 informed sites that CHEST were including a new section in their datasets agreements web pages, on 'Location and Use Permissions', detailing remote access policy for each dataset.  The JIBS pages could link to this information.

LJH has begun to draft a leaflet on remote access policies for electronic journal access.  Noted lack of take-up of ATHENS by e-journal providers: BA to raise this with ATHENS.







Action: BA
6.  Summer User Group Meeting

Discussed the desirability of organising an open meeting in June/July.  The ISI transition is a possible topic: timing would have to take into account the WoS training schedule.

The Committee then attended a meeting with BIDS.

LJH 30.6.00

