COPAC News January 2001

New Release with improved local holdings display and real-time circulation data

A new version of the COPAC interface was released at the end of November 2000, introducing enhancements to the local holdings information. Originally holdings information was given at the end of the Full Record, but as the number of libraries increased many Full Records became very long. To reduce the record size we now have a simple list of library names in the Holdings section of the record. Selecting the name of a library gives you a separate Local Holdings display. This means we can provide a clearer display, both for the Full Record and the Local Holdings. 

At the same time we introduced real-time circulation data via Z39.50 for some 7 libraries, one more has come online this month and there are others in the pipeline. Unfortunately not all systems can yet supply circulation data via Z39.50. Because the user has to select a library name to view the local details, this minimises the load experienced by the local system. Any library name marked with a † has a Local Holdings display that includes real-time circulation data. The following simple example shows a holdings display for Glasgow. The book in question is in the Main library, the classmark is supplied, and when this example was found the book was on-loan with one outstanding reservation. 



Glasgow holdings information


Conquest and union: fashioning a British state, 1485-1725 / edited by Steven G. Ellis and Sarah Barber.

Current availability:



Location
Classmark
Status

Level 8 Main Lib
History DJ30 CON
DUE 23-11-00 +1 HOLD

Database changes

Owing to a change of library system at TCD we reloaded their catalogue. 

Newcastle University Library has been loaded. There are now 20 catalogues on COPAC.

Documentation & Training etc.

The COPAC Flyer and Web userguide have been updated. A Web Interface Quickguide has been introduced, offering a pared down version of the Userguide.

Powerpoint training files have been updated (http://copac.ac.uk/training/training.html). These are available for use online, or they can be downloaded and adapted for local training sessions. 

We had a COPAC presence on the MIMAS stand at Online and we took part in the Arts and Humanities Online seminar at the British Library. The usual COPAC/JSTOR/WoS joint training sessions have taken place in Manchester and London.
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