Minutes of JIBS User Group Committee meeting held at OUCS on 23rd April 2001

Present: Stuart Lee (Chair), Kathy Abbott, Joan Bird, Sue Cumberpatch, Bill Hines, Gary Horrocks, Linda Humphreys, Nia Rees Jones, Jill Lambert, Oliver de Peyer, Malcolm Taggart, Janice Yeadon

Apologies:  Betsy Anagnostelis, Alason Roberts, Marion Tattersall, Mary Harrison

The Chair welcomed Nia Rees Jones to the meeting as FE representative.

Minutes 

The minutes of the last meeting were agreed, with a minor amendment.

Matters arising:

NESLI: Mary, Malcolm and Marion had met with NESLI representatives.  The NESLI licence has been extended for 12 months.

Statistics: We should try to feed into the US-PALS discussion.  SL to write to Alicia to ask if we can have a representative on the group. 
Action: SL

1. Treasurer's report on payment of invoices

There were 7-8 cancellations, two of which were the result of mergers.  We are still awaiting payment from 47 Institutions.  A letter promoting the User Group was included in a recent CHEST messenger.  There was a discussion of FE subscriptions: decided to ask the Regional Support Centres to subscribe. Nia to give contact details to Jill

Action: NJ and JL

Agreed that it would be desirable to send invoices to the jibs reps in future.

Agreed that it would be desirable to charge non-members for attending JIBS events, as an incentive for Institutions to retain membership.

Committee members to be authorised to sign cheques are: JL, SL, BH and LH.

2.  JISC / CHEST EduServ

The Chair briefly explained the background to the current situation: one tender for negotiating for content had been received by JISC, which was deemed to be too high.  SL had written to JISC on this subject in March, and had not as yet received a reply.  Discussed the problems caused by the hiatus and current uncertainty. SL to write to JISC again, to request a reply to his previous letter, and ask that they consider negotiating with the tender applicants to get the cost reduced.


Action: SL

3. BIOSIS

Sue, Linda and Marion were currently testing interfaces, but anyone else interested should contact Linda.  We have received access from Ovid and ISI so far.  Noted that datacentres had not been invited to host the new service, other than the current EDINA interface, which will continue for 2001.

4. DNER working groups

SL had attended e-books and images meetings.  Our rep has attended the moving images group.  Discovery tools is to be convened by early summer.  SL to investigate whether any other are running.
Action: SL

5. JIBS open meetings

SL suggested that the next JIBS open event could be on e-books. There was some discussion of suitable venues: London and Birmingham were deemed most suitable for transport.  GH agreed to organise an e-books event at KCL, a repeat may then be held elsewhere.  Noted that UKSG are holding a linkage meeting on 15th May.  Discussed dates and places for a repeat of the JIBS linkage meeting (inconclusive? KCL?)



Action: GH

6. Membership/JIBS reps

An email had been sent out to lis-jibs-reps to update our contact list.  One intermediary and one end user from each institution is permitted, but we are thin on end-users.  BH to check with treasurer which Institutions have paid, and will then produce a list for the web pages.


Action: BH

7.  Subject Groups

The humanities and social sciences group had attempted to map out the main stakeholders, but it was a difficult task.  Agreed that we should ask JISC what their current thinking on subject groupings is.


Action: SL

8.  Cochrane

Discussed problems with Cochrane: GH to write something for our Exchange of Experience corner on the web.
KA will do likewise for Compendex.


Action: GH and KA

9.  JIBS liaison with RDN

Debra Hiom contacted us to ask if we wish to be represented on the SOSIG steering group.  Agreed that BH will attend.  Suggested we monitor the usefulness of this before attempting to create formal links with other hubs.

10.  Meetings attended by Committee members:

- JY and MT attended the launch of the archives hub.

- GH had attended the NISS Ovid Biomedical Advisory Group, which had discussed statistics and performance, and the new web interface.  The next meeting will be held in May.

- MT had circulated notes from the Mirror Service steering group.  There was discussion on the future of the service, as the contract is up for renewal in about 18 months time.

- LH and Marion had attended a recent WoSEC meeting, which focussed on interoperability and linking.  We requested that ISI press releases be tailored for the UK community.  Contingency plans for training courses were now in place: we are not to be permitted access to the US server, but a username and password for access to the MIMAS server could be obtained from MIMAS.  Ross is to publicise this.

- LH had attended an RDN steering committee meeting, which was mainly concerned with business development and FE.

