JIBS User Group

Annual General Meeting, 23 November 2005

Agenda

1. Chair’s report

Chair reported on the Groups activities during the year.  The Group continued to work hard to represent the interests of resource users in HE and FE.  A key aspect of this work was undertaken by the enhancement Committees which had been set up in relation to individual resources, and more of these were planned.  The Group was also represented either directly or indirectly at various JISC Committees and sub-committees and would continue to work with JISC and other groups such as EDUSERV to further the interests of the user community.

There were two specific matters to be brought to the attention of the members:

1.1 Name of the Group.  The original name of the group, JISC assisted Bibliographic Dataservices User Group, was now no longer appropriate since the scope of the group’s activities was much wider.  The Committee has discussed various alternatives and JIBS Reps had also been invited to contribute to the discussion.  There was a consensus that the acronym should be retained if possible, since people were now familiar with this.  The Committee had opted for the name ‘Joint Internet Based Services User Group’; this title was proposed to members present and the motion was carried nem con.

1.2 Constitution.  This had similarly been in need of revision.  The Committee had agreed a revised text.  This has been circulated to members in advance of the meeting and it was now formally proposed that the revised constitution be accepted by members present.  Carried, nem con.
2. Treasurer’s report

Hon Treasurer presented the accounts for the year.  These showed that the Group had an excess of income over expenditure for the year to end of October 2005 amounting to £3,777.74.  There was now a credit surplus in all accounts of £38,953.62.  the Treasurer reminded members present that this was due in large part to donations received from groups which had ceased activities during the previous financial year.

During the year the Group had opened a new account with Unity Trust Bank, which specialised in non-profit organisations such as trade unions and professional associations.  The new account, unlike the old one, would earn some interest on the sum held.  The old account remained open for the time being but would be closed in due course.

In response to questions, the Treasurer reported that the Groups donating money had been JUGL and the ProCite User Group.  It was indicated that the money was used in part to pay for help with administrative costs.  It was also used to sponsor events  and the Commiteew ould be reviewing its policy on funding events.  There was also a suggestion that the Group could commission studies related to the Group’s aims and activities.

3. Committee

Chair reported that she was standing down after the meeting, as were committee members Ruth Stubbings and Alun Edwards.  Remaining Committee members had agreed to stay on.  Leo Appleton had been nominated as a new committee member and had agreed to stand.  There being no further nominations from the floor, the following members and responsibilities were proposed:

Chair:  Lind Humphries

Treasurer: Jill Lambert

Secretary: Liz Stephenson

Membership Secretary: Joan Bird

Vice-Chair:  Sue Cumberpatch

FE Representative: Leo Appleton

All were carried nem con.

4. Any Other Business

None.

